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Dianne Wood of Wolf Pen Gap Road signs a petition at Woody Gap School to keep SR 180 open
to through traffic during construction. Wood has grandkids in Blairsville, and babysitting them
would be complicated if the road were closed. Photo/Shawn Jarrard

residents and interested parties
made their way into the school,
a petition to keep SR 180 open
greeted them — the petition had
been collecting signatures at the
Wolf Pen Gap Country Store
ahead of the meeting.

And once people made
their way into the auditorium,
they were greeted with big
signboards containing plans
for the detour and others that
explained the project.

Unfortunately, GDOT
was not there to give any
presentations or to answer
any questions regarding
alternate scenarios — GDOT
representatives were there
to inform people about the
specifics of the detour and
current plans, not to address
the specific consequences of
the closure.

Enter Union County Sole
Commissioner Lamar Paris,
District 51 State Sen. Steve
Gooch and House District 8
State Rep. Stephen Allison.

After seeing the
confusion and anxiety building
around the room, these three
elected officials decided to give
an impromptu presentation on
what attendees needed to do
next.

“The one thing that we
have to stress is, what you say
tonight is not what’s important
— what you write down on paper
tonight is what’s important,”
said Commissioner Paris. “No
matter how upset you are, and
no matter how mad you are
about what may or may not
happen, if you don’t get it on
paper, it is no good.”

Rep. Allison also weighed
in on the issue, giving those
gathered a little insight into how
the process worked.

“I cannot stress enough
that, everything you want to
say to us, we’re willing to
listen, we’re here,” said Rep.
Allison. “This is our role as
public officials. But whenever
you deal with a state agency

who then has to deal with a
federal agency, we need your
written input.

“So everything you’re
telling us — I’'m concerned
about the kids going over the
mountain, we have people that
need medical treatment, I’'m
worried about my business
interests — all of those things we
need you to put on a comment
card, we need you to put into
a letter, and we need you to
send to the DOT to give them
ammunition to work with these
other agencies.”

Sen. Gooch was also
optimistic about the chances
of alternate plans — as long as
people left public comment with
reasons why it was necessary.

“I think what you’re
seeing here tonight is a
preliminary plan that was
put together by consultants
and some engineers that were
hired by the Department of
Transportation,” said Sen.
Gooch. “This is a very long
process. You’re not going to see
bulldozers out here next week.

“At this point in the game
we’re in the early planning
stages. Now’s the time, as
you’ve already heard, to
voice your concerns and your
opinions. All of us have looked
at it and feel the same way you
do, that closing Highway 180
is not feasible. Not for this
community, and it’s not good
for all of us — there’s a lot of
people in here that have to go
back and forth to Blairsville
every day for school, for work,
for doctor appointments.

“I’ve already heard from
one family in here that has
cancer treatments in Blairsville
on a routine basis. So closing
that road and taking a 20 or a
30-mile detour, in my opinion,
is not an acceptable alternative.
We have to ask the DOT to
go back and look at another
way to do this, which will
probably drive the cost up for
the project.

“But that’s something
that we’ll have to consider, and
that’s something I’'m willing
to support if it keeps the road
open so you all can go back and
forth to Blairsville to do your
business. Emergency services
have to be considered. Fire and
police, EMS, all those things
have to be factored into it.
Those are the things you need
to put on your cards.

“All the comments that
have already been told to us
personally, make sure you
write that down, because this
information is going to be
printed up in a report, and it
will go back to the DOT here
in Atlanta, in Washington, and
it will also go to the National
Forest Service.”

Construction for this
project is not supposed to start
until at least 2019, according
to GDOT District One
Communications Officer Katie
Strickland, though there is a
much more important deadline
coming up.

Suches and county
residents, as well as any other
interested parties, will have
until Thursday, Sept. 8, to
provide public comment on the
detour and project.

To do so online, visit
www.dot.ga.gov/PS/Public/
PublicOutreach. Then, select
Union County in the “By
County” box menu and click
“Go” next to the box. After that,
look for and click the link for
“8/25/16 — SR 180 at Slaughter
Creek (Detour OH).” Up above
the general description will be a
link marked “Comment.” Click
on this and fill out the form.

Handwritten comment
cards can also be mailed to: Mr.
Eric Duff, Georgia Department
of Transportation, 600 West
Peachtree Street NW, 16th
Floor, Atlanta, Georgia 30308.

For more information,
contact Commissioner Paris’
office, which is located in the
Union County Courthouse.

Rep. Stephen Allison, Sen. Steve Gooch and Union County Sole Commlsswner Lamar Paris
ease people’s fears at the GDOT Detour Open House on Thursday, Aug. 25. Photo/Shawn

Jarrard
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The dashed line on the map represents the proposed detour should GDOT close the Lake
Winfield Scott Bridge. The detour takes residents all the way down the mountain to get back

up to Suches.
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Excellence in Organic Hair Care
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|| Longarm Quilting

Commission Quilts

706-781-3015 * 417 Blue Ridge Street
Book Online at www.vagaro.com/salontru
Susan Anderson ¢ Glory McGinn
Lindsey Gaylord ¢ Sarah Jane Serra
Valorie Carter « Sasha Watson

Quilt Restoration
Quick Turn Around

Located in Blairsville, GA

706-781-1423
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Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the
Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”
568 Blue Ridge St. * Blairsville, GA

706-835-1209 f

Declare your financial

independence. Call today.

Financial Advisor

178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com
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PAINT & BODY
(706) 745-9703

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

BlueRidge I:.":untlngScrv:ccs i

Paint & Staining Specialist - 25 Years Experience!

10% OFF Any

Interior Painting
with this Ad
Serving Towns, Union & Clay Counties
blueridgepaintingservices.com

706-970-1409

SAL()N&B()UTIQUE

Misty Garrison * Lisa Harris

935 Murphy Hwy.
706-745-3378

6310 Murphy Hwy., Blairsville
706-745-0027
www.farmfreshbeef.net
farmfreshprocessing@gmail.com

HEARING AID
SOLUTIONS

706-896-0051
Debra D. Spaulding

Hearing Instrument Specialist
411D HicHwAY 515 ¢ BLARsvILLE, GA

Trail Rides at Trackrock

Summer Horse Ride Special

1 hour guided trail rides
as low as $20

with this ad

www. TrackrockStables.com

Offer good Monday-Thursday only ~ $20 cash/$25 credit card (plus tax)
Offer expires September 1, 2016 ~ Additional restrictions apply

Call for reservations (706) 745-5252

DIVISION INC.

706440092988

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS
SUB DIVISIONS
TAR/GRAVEL

[CommercialgResigential

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

w7 100-745-8685

1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.
www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

~ PLACE YOUR

AD HERE!
Advertise with other
Local Business here in
the Blairsville areal!

Contact Joe Collins
706-835-8769

~, or 706-745-6343

Personal Loans - Starter Loans - Conéoldation Loans and more

417 Blue Ridge Street, Suite I
BLAIRSVILLE
706-745-6111

* All Toans subject to our liberal credit policy
and limitations, if any. 1st Franklin Finan-
il Corporatlon NMLSR#141654, Georgia
Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.

wwuw. Iffc.com
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THE GARDENS APARTMENTS
150 CHARLIE CORN DR. - YOUNG HARRIS, GA 30582
1BR/ABA 2BR/2BA
SMOKE FREE COMMUNITY AT LEAST
1 HOUSEHOLD MEMBER MUST BE

AGE 55 OR OLDER

Managed by
HEas

For information please email ™

gardensyh@invmgt.com or call 229-247-9956 - 762-349-1501

Hearing Tests - Evaluations - Consults

HEARIN

of North Georgia

Let us service your hearing devices
in our state of the art hearing lab!

Call us today 706-835-9213
Hearing Solutions of North Georgia
63 Plott Street, Unit D, Blairsville, GA
(Located next to Chick-fil-A on Hwy. 515)

Proudly serving the community and tri-state area since 2000




